
  Ysleta High School Early College Academy 
8600 Alameda Ave. El Paso, Texas 79907 Office: 915-434-8000 Fax: 915-858-3299 

 1 

 

 Ysleta High School Early College Academy (YHSECA) 

Advisory Committee Meeting Minutes 
Thursday, February 22, 2018 

1:30 p.m.,  EPCC. VV-E100 

 

Attendees:  Ms. Tonie Badillo, Dr. Carlos Amaya, Ms. Irma Craver-Castillo, Dr. Myshie Pagel, Mr. René 
Chávez, Ms. Kerry Ann Gardner, Ms. Michelle Kehrwald, Mr. Blayne Primozich, Ms. Sylvia Rendon, Mr. 
Greg Mactagone, and Ms. Amy Bejarano-Alarcon. 
 

I. Welcome & Introductions 
Ms. Badillo welcomed the team to the Valle Verde Campus. 
 

II. Administrator’s Updates 
It was announced that Mr. Phillip Barraza left YISD, and Ms. Amy Bejarano-Alarcon was 
appointed as the new Administrator for YHSECA.  There was some discussion regarding 
concerns with the new blueprint.  One was the target population and the other 
underrepresented groups.  Ms. Kehrwald said all Ysleta early colleges share the same concern.  
Mr. Mactagone reported that currently they have a 60-40 female to male ratio, and the 
numbers look similar for the new cohort. 

 
III. Cohort Information 

Mr. Mactagone has been working on the TSI with students.  He also met with Ms. Craver-
Castillo to go over degree plans.  He added that the field trip to the Valle Verde Campus was 
scheduled for March 29th.  Ms. Badillo asked him to communicate with Ms. Cázares if 
interested in visiting a specific area/department.  After going over the details for the tour, Dr. 
Pagel recommended to place some posters around the VV campus for a scavenger hunt.  By 
doing this, students can identify areas of interest.  A meeting with Recruitment and Campus 
Life will be requested to get them involved.  Retention is solid, Mr. Mactagone said.  The 
question of having proper documentation when students transfer from an early college came 
up.  Mr. Chávez recommended to contact the Dual Credit/ECHS office with any questions. 

 

IV. Recruitment of Second Cohort 
Mr. Mactagone informed the committee that applications for new cohort have been received.  
The review has started for selection of 125 applicants.  He also mentioned that the bridge 
program was scheduled for the summer. 
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V. Registration 
Ms. Badillo reminded the group about deadlines for registration:  summer, March 1st, and fall, 
April 1st. 

 

VI. ECHS Web Pages Needed 
It was announced that Ms. Stephanie Martin-Del Campo was the new secretary for the 
Academy.  She has completed web training.  YHSECA’s web page is expected to be ready 
within a month.  Ms. Badillo asked to be notified once completed. 

 

VII. Dedicated ECHS Sections 
Ms. Badillo reminded the group that early college sections are for ECHS students only not for 

dual credit students.  However, ECHS students can be enrolled in dual credit sections.  

 

VIII. Other 
Dr. Amaya inquired about a question for the lab at the Academy.  Ms. Bejarano-Alarcon 
indicated that she had contacted him about getting a certification for the lab.  Since then, 
she’s talked to instructor and the need was for a microbiology study for a science fair. 
 
Ms. Badillo indicated that PECHS Advisory meeting had a conflict with this meeting.  But, for 
next meeting Ms. Eveler will coordinate with her office. 
 
Ms. Badillo reminded the committee about the $7,808 budget allocated to YHSECA.  Existing 
early colleges use it for graduations, celebrations, etc.  Ms. Bejarano,-Alarcon inquired about 
using the funds for two participants to travel to Arlington for the 2018 ECHS Summit.  Another 
option mentioned was to purchase goody bags for the new cohort. 
 
Ms. Gardner asked the Academy members if they were happy with resources at the VV 
campus library.  Mr. Mactagone indicated that students have taken a tour.  Ms. Gardner 
reminded them that they could always request an orientation.  She made herself available to 
visit them and do presentation. 
 
The next meeting is scheduled for April 26, 2:00 p.m., VV-E100. 

 


